ze Time of our Saviour Coming 
confider d, as to its F. uneſs, and 
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8 ts IV. part of the 45 Vers" : 


But when the fulneſs of time a 
come, God ſent forth bis Sore * | 


BIECTIONS of every kind; ex- 
cept reaſonable ones, have been ur- 


* 


| 4 the Precepts it enjoyns, and the Mo- 
tives, by which it is enforced, have each in 
their turn been traduced, as 1 Abſur- 
dities, uſeleſs Impoſitions, and Influences de- 
ſtructive of the very Being of AY Virtue... 


gion we profeſs. The Doctrines it 


The Time, the Manner, and every other the - 
moſt trivial Circumſtance of our Saviour s Ap- 
pearance, have been examin d with the utmoſt 
Rigour and Severity, and the leaſt diſagree - 
ment with our pre-conceiy'd Opinions has been 
eſteem d an undeniable Proof of his Impoſture; 
25 if God, in all his Actions, was oblig d to 


conform himſelf to our partial Ideas of things 3 
and could not be the Author of a ſcheme 0 
Redemption for his Creatures, becauſe he dd 


not execute it at that juncture of time, which, _ 


41 their 


ged againſt the Truth of the Reli - 
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5 their wiſdom thought moſt proper, and expe · 
dient, but choſe rather zo ſend forth his Son i in 


to the World, when the Fulneſs of time was 
come. 

Now tho this conduct . boaſted 1 Ma- 
ſters of Reaſon be extremely abſurd in itſelf, 
and inconſiſtent with the Dependency of Cres 
tures, the Allegiance of Subjects, and the Con- 
trition of Sinners; who have neither Capacity 
to comprehend, nor Judgment to diſcern, nor 
Right to arraign the Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence; yet I ſhall wave theſe Arguments at 
preſent, becauſe even Appearances, in this caſe, 


are all in favour of the Divine Counſels; and 


there is a Concurrence of various Reaſons, to 
vindicate the Choice of that Time, which in- 
finite Wiſdom appointed, for the coming of 
our Savionr, before any other Period, that can 
be aſſign d, in the ſeveral — Ages of the 


World. 


I ſhall here take it or 8 that few 


will be inclined to object againſt the early Ap- 
pearance of our Religion; ſince the Ulcfulneſs, 
Expediency, and Advantage of it to Mankind, 
ſtrike with ſo full a Luſtre on the minds of its 
very Enemies, that They conclude, had God 


been the Author of ſo excellent a Religion, 
He would never have with-held it from the 
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Knowledge of his creatures for 0 many ages 
together. | 

Now all the Motives, which n in- 
finite Wiſdom to ſuch a Procedure, cannot fall 
within our Notice and Obſervation; but upon 
Inquiry into thoſe Reaſons which we are capa- 
ble of aſſigning, We ſhall find ſome, that have 
a Reſpect to the Temper and Circumſtances of - 
Mankind, before our Saviour came into the 
World; and others, that regard the Evidence | 
of Chriſtianity in later Ages. 

And, firſt, I ſhall conſider thoſe Reaſons | 
which have a reſpect to the Temper and Cir- 
cumſtances of Mankind, before our Saviour 
came into the World. | 

In the Beginning of the World, ſoon after 
its Creation, Men were poſſeſs d of clear and 
lively Notices of their own Original. They 
could not then be unacquainted with the firſt 
Cauſe, and Author of their new Exiſtence, of 
his ſeveral Attributes and Perfections, and the 
Method of recommending themſelves, to his 
favour and providential Regard. The com- 
mon Father of human Race would not fail, to 
inſtill theſe Principles into the minds of his 
more immediate Deſcendants, and the Tradi- 
tion of them might eafily be convey d to eve- 


ry Branch of their Poſterity, and reach over 
the 


* 
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| the whole Ante · diluvian world. Since (a) one 
andthe ſame Perſon convers'd with Adam, and 
with Noah. Here then was no occaſion for the 
Son of God to deſcend from Heaven, to re- 
veal the Creation of the world, the Circum- 
ſtances of the Fall, or the Nature and Perfe- 
| tions of God, to Perſons who had ſuch an 
authentick Tradition of each of theſe Particu- 
lars, and who had moreover the additional En- 
couragement of a Divine Promiſe, to expect a 
future Deliverer, the Seed of the Woman, who 


ſhould reſcue Mankind from the Dominion of 


Sin, and all the Miſeries introduced into their 
Nature by the ſubtlety of the Serpent. 

The next Period of Time to be confi dered, 
is, That of the Patriarch Abraham, the Father 
of the Jewiſh Nation, and in a much nobler 
ſenſe, of the Faithful in all Ages of the World, 
The Peryerſeneſs of men could not eaſily haye 
brought many Corruptions into the worſhip 
of the true God, in ſo ſhort a Space, as paſſed 
from the Flood down to this Time. For ſome 
of thoſe very Perſons, who had been preſer- 
ved in the Deluge, were ſtill alive; and their 
immediate Offspring had the chief Hand, in 
all the Tranſactions of theſe Days, Such an 
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aſtoniſh- 


| (4) Medmſlah Gen. 3. 


2 aſtoniſhing Vengeance, as This, muſt likewiſe 
_ awaken their Attention, and fill them with the 
moſt awful Ideas of the Divine Power and Ju- 
ſtice, of his Averſion to Sin and Abhorrence 


Js] 


of its Authors. 25 And had not thoſe, who eſ 
caped the general Wrack, ſtill continued living 
Inſtances of his Regard to Piety and Virtue; 


yet the Ruins of that Flood, which are viſible 


even to this Day, would not ſuffer ſuch Im- 
preſſions ſuddenly to yaniſh out of their minds. 


And, in fact, We do not find that many Cor- 


raptions had crept into the Religion of thoſe 


Times. The only diſt inguiſh d wickedneſs that 


we read of, in the Book of Geneſis, is, That of 


Sodom and . and theſe Cities were de- 
ſtroyed, not for their ſuperſtitious Worſhip, 
but immoral Practices. (a) The Author of the 
Book of Judith, indeed, intimates, that the 


Chaldeans had already but too far deviated 
from the true Religion, and maintain d their 


Innovations with ſo much Fierceneſs, that they 


perſecuted Abraham, who worſnipp d the God 
of Heaven, drove him out of their Country, 


and forced him to retire into Meſopotamia. To 
which . be added a Paſſage from (6) . 
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(a) Jodith 5.6,7,8. Joſeph. Antiq. Jed, p. 21. not. e. 
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Ed. Hudſon, 
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thius Autiochenus, ſuppoſed by Vo = us to > 158 


been in the former Copies of Joſephus, and ci- 


| ted as ſuch, by Syncelus, where Abraham is ſaid 


to have burnt his Father's Idols. And we are 


aſſur d by God himſelf in the Book of (a) J. 
ſons, that Terab the Father of Abraham ſerved 
other Gods. ' But then it ought to be obſer- 


ved that theſe Chaldeans had ſafficient means 


either of preventing, or correcting their miſ- 


takes; that all their falſe ſteps were directly 
oppoſite to the cleareſt Evidence of Tradition, 


and to the Authority of the beſt and wiſeſt | 
| Men then living. And therefore if they would 
not hear Abrabam, the Friend of God, and 


the reſt of his true Worſhippers, They could 


have no pretence of claiming any further | 
means of Conviction. | 
And if we examine into the State, and Cir- 
cumſtances of the World, from the latter Days 
of this Patriarch, down to thoſe of Moſes, We 
ſhall meet with various Occurrences, that were 
ſufficient to have preſerv'd the Knowledge of 
God, the Belief of his Providence, and the 
Purity of his Worſhip in thoſe Ages. For al- 
though Superſtition and Idolatry had even then 


gained ſome Footing in the World, yet they 
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(a) Joſh, 14. 2. 


pere 


rr eee, mo co . 


| a 


* „ 2” f Fa . Wy "x £ Wu. ER 
7 e IG * : f 
„ 
U 7 | 
Fi by 


were. far from having obtained an univerſal 
Empire. Canaan, Arabia, and even Rypt hers 
ſelf, that afterwards proy'd no leſs the Nurſe 
of Superſtition, than the Parent of Science, 
and grew ridiculous to every other Nation, by 
the number of her Animal, reptile, and ye- 
getable Deities, did not yet appear to have 
wholly departed from the fimplicity of pure 
and undefiled Religion. For we find the Pa- 
triarch Abraham, after the Chaldeans had drove 
him out of their Country, receiv'd by Phatarh 
King of Egypt, with Juſtice, Humanity and 
Friendſhip, reverenced by the Sons of Hoch; 
as a mighty Prince amongſt them, and treated 
by Abimelech, King of Gerar, with all the marks 
of Reſpect, and Veneration, that were due to 
a Prophet and Friend of God, entring into a 
ſtrict Alliance with him, ſubmitting to his Re- 
proofs, and acknowledging that God was with 
him in all that he did. We have therefore no 
juſt ground to ſuſpect, that Idolatry reign d, 
with an univerſal Sway, over theſe Nations, 
who could conyerſe in this manner, with a 
profeſs'd Adorer of one only Being, of whom 
there could be no ſenfible Image or Reprefen- 
tation. So wide a Diſagreement, not only in 
the Manner, but concerning the very Object of 
their religious Worſhip, would moſt 8 

; | aye 
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2 produced a Behaviour, a as widely diffe- 
rent. Or, however, had all theſe Nations been 
deeply infected with Idolatry, yet ſo long as 
they enjoyed the Advantage of converſing with 
ſo great a Prophet, who had been honoured 
with ſo many various Revelations from Hea- 
ven, They could not juſtly complain for want 
of ſufficient Evidence to reform their Errors, 
His Example, as well as That of his Houſhold 
after him, ought to have led them to a no- 
bler Senſe of the divine Attributes, and a bet- 
ter Conduct of their own Actions. And as to 
| ſacceeding Times, the Benefit of his Revela- 
tions was not wholly loſt to them, His Poſte- 
rity was large and numerous, and by their Sta- 
tions highly capable of ſpreading the Doctrines 
he had delivered to them. For the Promiſes 
of God, which declared, that he ſhould be made 
a Father of many Nations, and that Kings 
ſhould come out of him, were as effectually 
compleated in their literal, as, ſpiritual Mean- 
ing. Since (a) Thoſe who have traced Nations 
up. to their -Original, aſſure us, that Arabia, 
Eeypt, Africa, Judea, Idumæa, and many other 
Countries were governed, and moſt of them 
e td the Deſcendents of my Pa TS 
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And his Fame was recorded i in * Ages; nut 
only by Jewiſhe but various other Hiſtorians 
(a) Hecatæus, Beroſus Chaldeus, Nicolaus Damas | 


ſeenus,, and Alexander Polyhiſtor. Nor, was the 
Remembrance of him loſt even among Pagan 
States, in the Days of Autiochus the Great, and 


Seleucus. For about that Time, the Spartans 


in a letter to Onias the High-Prieft, acknow- 
ledge themſelyes to be of the ſame Stock with 


the Jews, and. boaſt of the Deſcent from h | 


brabam (b). 


And if we - ſearch ** Fin Gans Records 


it will be no difficult matter there, to trace 
the Religion, as well as the Memory of Abra- 


bam amongſt his Deſcendents, and others. af 


ter his Death, About one hundred and ſeyen 


years after the Deceaſe of this Patriarch, 70. 
ſeph was rais d to be a'Governour over all the 
Land of Fpypt,; and from the Hiſtory of his 


whole Life, there is not the leaſt Room to 


ſuſpect his Piety, Virtue, and ſtrict Adherence 


to the Worſhip of the true God. But on the 
contrary, ſo firm was his Confidence and Ex- 
pectation of the divine Promiſes, that he took 


an n Oath of the Children of W os G 
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will ſarely viſe you, and ye ſhall catry 15 my Bones 


from hence. Such was the Faith and Diſpoſition 


of Foſeph. And yet we find this very Perſon 


joining in cloſe Friendſhip with the Prieft of 
On, contracting a Marriage with his Daughter, 

and becoming in a manner the Patron and Pro- 

tector of his whole Order. But if Eypt was 


at this Time, overwhelm d with Superſtition, 
and her Prieſts conſecrated to Idols, How can 
ve reconcile ſuch a Conduct with ſuch a Cha- 

racter, or imagine, that Joſeph's Piety and Vir- 
tue, would be thus allied to, and promote the 


Intereſt of, an Idolatrous Prieſthood. We 


might with more reaſon, on the other hand, 


conclude, that even ſuppoſing Feypr, at this 


Time, wholly devoted to her Idols, Joſeph was 


no leſs able, than willing to have pointed out 


the Miſtake, and might, by his Credit and Au- 
thority have reform d her Worſhip; or at leaſt 


that ſach an Attempt could only have miſcar- 
ried thro the Perverſeneſs of her People (a). 


(a) This Reaſoning concerning the Religion of Eye, in the 
Days of 'Foſeph, may be further ſupported by the Teſtimony of 
Lucien, who in his Book de Daa Syr. ſays, that anciently the Epy- 
ptians had no Images in their Temples, To the ſame Purpoſe, 
| Buſebius (Prapar. Puang. Lib.1. Cap. L) affirms, that the miſtaken 
Belief of a Multiplicity of Gods did not make its Appearance, till 


after many Ages, when it began in Aye, and Phenicia, and from 


| 2 ſpread into Sm. Huetius ( Demonſt. * Propoſ, IV. 
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ſervation of his Religion, in raiſing up Pro- 


tectors to it in every Age, been thus evident, 
the bare Annals of thoſe Times, with only the 
Names of the Perſons, who lived in them, and 


the Duration of their Lives, would have been 
ſufficient to convince us that the traditional 
Knowledge of God, and his Attributes, might 


eaſily have been convey d from Abraham down 
to Moſes, if Men were not wanting to them 
ſelves, and to their Poſterity. For Abraham 
lived twenty years with Facob, Levi liv d ſixty 
years with the latter, and in the Time of: 
.ram the Father of Moſes, 5 


There is indeed one Difficulty, ariſing fro 


the View we haye taken of the Religion of 
 Zeypt in the Days of Foſeph. Foſeph ſaw E- 

phraim's Children of the third Generation, and 
died but fixty five years before the Birth of 
Moſes. It may therefore juſtly be wondred, 


how the Religion of Egypt could, in fo ſhort a 


Cab. VI.) ſpeaking of the Egyptians, ſays — Optimis Ii quidem ad 

colendum Deum ritibus 2 primis Gemis ſue Auctoribus, Noacho ornndis, 
olim fuerant inſtituti; quamobrem nulla olim in ipſarum Templis ſimulachra 
 viſebarqur — Verum progreſiu temporis 4 priſtins Pieras ad nefariat Reb- 


gioncs deflexeruns. And the very learned Grotius delivers his Opi- 


nion concerning the State of Religion then in M, in theſe | 
Words — 7dololarrig nulla adhue Joſephi Seco, in Egypto uidem, 


certa Veſtigja reperio. Vid. Stotz Annotatiqnes ad Gen, 46.34, 


Time, 


. L 8 
Time, become ſuch a complicated Scene of va - 
rious Corruption as 1t appears to have beek | 
in the Days of Moſes, 

There is a Paſſage in Manethe 8 Vaypiicn el 
Hiſtory extant in Foſephus (a), that may con- 
tribute to give ſome Light into this Matter, 
It contains an Account of Egypt being invaded 

by certain Eaſtern People of mean Extraction; 
who over- ran their Country, impriſon d their 

Governors, burnt their Cities, murder d ſome 

of their Inhabitants, and enſlayd others, till 

at length They ſet up Salatu, one of their 
own Company, to be King, who oppreſs d the 

People with grievous Tributes, and Exactions. te 

The Time of this Invaſion, and Conqueſt is tl 
-uncertain. But a judicious Writer (b) ſuppoſes 

it to have happened between you Death of Jo- il 7 

ſepb, and the Birth of Moſes. And Moſes him- | to 
ſelf gives ſome Countenance to the Opinion L 

| when he ſays there aroſe up a new King over fei 

Syn, who knew not Foſeph. For could any Na- 

tive of Zeypt be fuch a Stranger to the Name, 

Character, and Virtues of fo great a Benefa- 
cor to his Country? Such a Turn of Affairs 

3 then 1 in me Government would ern * 
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gion. Nor is this a ConjeQure without-any 


mongſt other Inſolences, Theſe Invaders aver- 
turn'd the Places conſecrated to religious Wor- 


ptions of Feype were derived, her Idolatry was 
now become too univerſal to be overlook d or 


denied, and gave a juſt Occaſion for Heaven 
to interpoſe in behalf of his expiring Reli- 


of Chriſt was the more ſuitable, or the bet- 


the World at this Time? 
to the Worſhip of ſtrange Gods ; whilſt the 


of the ſame; Nature. The utmoſt Precaution 


ved, againſt the Contagion of ſuch dangerous 
Examples. Too familiar an Intercourſe, Al- 
liances too ſtrict, and Inter-marriages with 


N And for this, as well as many o- 
ther 


the Way to as great an Alteration in their Re- 


Foundation. For Manetho complains, that a- 


ſhip. But from whatever Source the Corrus 


gion. The only Queſtion that remains here, 
is, Whether the Revelation of Maſes, or That 


ter adapted to the State and Circumſtances * | 


We muſt now conſider the Children of I yn, 
rael, as enſlav d to a Nation wholly given up 


Land of Promiſe was in the Poſſeſſion of dit- 
terent People, all of them inyoly'd in Crimes 


therefore was neceſſary to guard thoſe, amongſt 
whom the true Religion ſhould ſtill be preſer - 


their Neighbours might have had fatal Con- 


r 6 4 I 


5 . 
ther Reaſons, it became proper, and expedient 
to keep them a diſtinct People, to give them 
a Law peculiar to themſel ves, and divert their 
Attention from the deteſted Worſhip of their 


Neighbours, to a pompous Religion of their 


- own, by the Inſtitution of various ſacrificial 


Kites, and other ceremonial Obſervances, that 
might at once help to ſecure their Obedience 


to the true God, and prefigure to them better 


things to come. To have propoſed a Reli- 
gion prohibiting Idolatry, without ſuch a Train 
of external Rites, would have been as abſurd, 


ſiays Maimoniaes (a), at that Time, as it would 


nom, to require that Men ſhould be poſſeſs d of 

every pious and virtuous Habit, without per- 
mitting them to exerciſe the ſeyeral outward 
Acts of Devotion and Charity, that lead to 
them. The Law of Moſes therefore, how im- 
perfect ſoever in ſome Views, was admirably 
adapted to the Purpoſes for which it was gl. 
yen; nor would the Simplicity of the Chriſtian 
Scheme, in all its Perfection, have ſo well 

ſuited the Temper and Circumſtances of Man- 
kind in thoſe Ages. 


Ik̃k it ſhould be enquired, What. Proviſion 


was now made for he Recovery of the Gen- 
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tile World, to the Knowledge of the divine | 
Nature and Perfections? Our Anſwer to this 
Queſtion might juſtly be ſaſpended, till their 
Right to any farther Proviſion were clearly e- 
vinced. Eſpecially fince they had already wil- 
fully neglected Means, that were in themſelyes 
ſufficient, Nevertheleſs God left not himſelf 
without witneſs, in that he did Good, and 
gave them Rain from Heaven, and fruitful 
Seaſons... Nor were they left wholly to their 
own Obſeryations on the general Courſe of 
Nature and Providence. The Deſign of all 
the Tokens ſhew'd among them, and Wonders in 
the Land of Ham, is expreſsly declared by God 
himſelf to be, that the Egyptians might know 
him to be the Lord, and that by name might be 
declared throughout all the Earth. The Wars of 
Joſbua, ſo miraculouſly ſucceſsful' againſt the 
- Wl Canaanites, had likewiſe a viſible Tendency to 
promote the ſame effect, and the peculiar Si- 
. mation of their Country, to whom were commit- 
n Il ted the Oracles of God, on the Borders of Epypt, 
ll WW and Chaldze was admirably contrived, for ſpread- 
ing the Knowledge of true Religion, and giv- 
ing a Check to that Idolatry, for which theſe 


n to Nations were then ſo remarkably diſtin- 
- I guiſh'd, 


And 
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„And as the peculiar Coolitution: of Iſrael 
Was thus connected with, and productive of 
the general Good, ſo the proſperous, and ad- 

verſe Circumſtances of this People, their Ca- 
ptivities, and Diſperſions, as well as the flou- 
riſhing State of their Kingdom, in the Days of 

David, and the Wiſdom, Glory, and Magnifi- 

cence of Solomon, were made equally ſubſervient 

to the ſame End. For to the ſeveral Captivi- 
ties, and Diſperſions of this People were owing 

the various ſucceſſive Decrees of Nebuchaduez- 
zar, Darius, Cyrus, Hyſtaſpes, and Artaxerxes, in 
which the Power and Majeſty of the God of 
Iſrael were publiſhed to the whole World, and 
all People, Nations, and Languages were com- 
manded to tremble, and fear before him. 

Thus much with Regard to two of the prin- 
cipal Ends of the Law of Moſes; The preſer- 
ving the Children of Irael from Idolatry, and 
propagating the Knowledge of the true God 
among the Gentiles. The remarkable. Accom- 
pliſhment of both which Ends: is a ſufficient 
Proof of the Propriety, and Suitableneſs of 
that Religion, which infinite Wiſdom appoint- 
ed, as Means for the Attainment of them, 


Far (a) the Jews, in their declining State, were 
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x ſo throughly ayerſe to SE leaſt Appearance. of 
worſhipping Idols, that even the Authority of 


Caſar could never pre vail with them to re- 
ceive his Image into their Temple; and they 


| declared, They would rather ſuffer themſelves 


and their City to be wholly deftroyed, than 
yield to ſuch an horrid Violation of their ſa⸗- 


cred Laws, And then as to, ſpreading the 


Knowledge of the true God among the Gen- 
tiles, how ſucceſsful the Law. of Moſes was in 
this Effect, will appear, from what the Apo- 


ſtles themſelves obſerv d at the Promulgation 

of the Goſpel, that there were at that Time 
dwelling at Feruſalem (a) devout Men, or Proſe- 
lytes, out of every Nation under Heaven. © 


From this ſhort View of the ſeveral Periods, 


and ſucceſſive Ages of the World, before the 
coming of our Saviour, it appears, that the 


Revelation of the Chriſtian Scheme was in eve- 
ry Part of this Time, either unneceſſary, or 
improper; in the former Part of the Time, 
unneceſlary ; as Men were then poſſeſs dof va- 


rious providential Means, ſufficient in them- 
ſelves, to have preſeryed the true N 3 


in the latter Part of the Time, improper; 
being 25 ſuited, than the 1 of 9s Þ 
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Genius of Mankind in thoſe Ages. 
But when I ſpeak of the Chriſtian Revets! 
tion, as unneceſſary in former Ages, I would 
be underſtood to ſpeak of it, only as it is a 
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the State and Circumſtances, the Temper and 


Diſcovery of the divine Will, with reſpect to 
its being a Rule of human Actions; not con- 


| fidering it as a Scheme of Redemption. Since 


in this View, it is equally neceſſary to all Ages, 


and to every Individual; All having ſamed, and 


come ſhort of the Glory of God. And in this 


ſenſe, Chriſtianity is indeed almoſt as old as the 
Creation. Chriſt is the Lamb ſlain from the 


Foundation of the World, and the Merits of 


his Sacrifice are extended to all the viſible in- 
tellectual Parts of it. He is that Sun of Righ- 
teouſnels, which hath now ariſen with Heal- 


ing in his Wings, and diſpenſed the ſalutary 
Influence of his Rays, both backward and for- 
ward, to all paſt, as well as future Generations, 


who were thus in a manner unknown to them- 
ſelves, redeem'd by Virtue of that Myſtery, | 
which was hidden from Ages, | 


And in the mean while, till the Falneſs of 


5 Time ſhould come, ſufficient Care was taken - 


in every Age, and Nation, to encourage re- 


turning Sinners with the hopes of Pardon up- 


on Repentance. The Light of Reaſon and 


Nature 
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dence of our Religion in later Ages, became 


[ 19 1 


Nature indeed, could never have afforded TER 


any well-grounded Expectation: of ſuch Fa- 
your. Inexorable Juſtice claim d nothing leſs 


than perfect Obedience. But the conſtant Uſe 


of Sacrifices, which every where obtain d, and 


was probably of divine Original, had a natu- 
ral Tendency to inſpire Men with a Belief, 
that the Deity would accept of ſome Atone- 


ment, ſome Expiation for their Crimes, Why 


elſe ſhould they he Cy to appeaſe him * 
Sacrifice? 

And as the Care as Providaice render 4 an 
earlier Revelation of the Chriſtian Scheme un- 
neceſſary; ſo, in the ſecond. place, the Evi- 


more unexceptionable by fo long a Delay of 


our Sayiour's coming. 


Was there any Weight in ths Objection, that 
is frequently to be met with in ſome late Wri- 


tings, that the traditional Evidence of our Re- 


ligion decreaſes in Proportion to the Length 
of Time, through which it is conveyed; The 
ſooner our Saviour had made his Appearance, 
the ſtronger would have been the Force of 
this Objection, and every Age, Chriſtianity 
had been removed backward, muſt have de- 
tracted from it Certainty at the preſent. The 
Argument indeed has been often ſhewn to car- 
„ ” ry 


E 
ry little, or no weight with it. But then They 
muſt plead, with a very little Grace, for an 
cee.artrlier Manifeſtation of our Saviour in the 

 Plefh, who pretend that the Evidence of his 
coming is already conſiderably weaken'd with 
regard to us, by our Diſtance from the Time 

zin which He appeared. They ought therefore 
either to acknowledge the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God in ſo long delaying the Chriſtian 
Revelation, or elſe drop their Argument a- 
gainſt the Strength and Certainty of its Evi- 
dence. For if the Proofs of our Religion 
are continually wearing away, it was ſurely 
an Act of Mercy to later Ages, that God 
did not ſend his Son into the wn ban 
the Fulneſs of Time was come. 

And as they cannot conditencts: with OR 
ſelves, ſo neither can they with any appearance 
-of Reaſon, pretend, that the Evidence of Chri- 
ſtianity would have been ſtrengthened WE con- 
firmed by an earlier Manifeſtation of it. 
Among all the Evidences of our Religion, 

None appears with a greater Luſtre, than the 

ſwift and amazing Progreſs of it through the 

World. And yet who will venture to ſay, 

that the Swiftneſs of its Courſe was not at all 

promoted by the particular Time of its Ap- 

act ? When * were prepared to = 
CS =, 


fu] f 


1 pet, and diſpoſed to receive it , "obſer ** 
whole Body of the Jews were Soner WY ind 


their Averſion to Idols, and Worſhippers of 
the true God were found of every Nation un- 
der Heaven. Theſe were Circumſtances fa- 


vourable to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and 


render d the Promulgation of it, at that Time, 
peculiarly ſeaſonable. And even the Difficul- 
ties it then laboured under muſt be acknow- 
ledged advantageous to its Evidence in after 
Ages. For we cannot, without confeſſing its 
divine Original, obſerve all theſe Difficulties 
ſurmounted by Inſtruments. altogether une- 
qual, and rn to 4 Frpeixing an 
Events! i. to 5©* 

Nor can it now be laid: thine, our 1 
crept into the World, in the darker and more 
ignorant Ages of it. Since it made its Ap- 


pearance at a Time, when Eloquence, Learn- 


ing, and Politeneſs were at their greateſt 
Height; when the united Rhetorick of Rome - 
and Athens conſpired together to reſiſt its 


Progreſa. It was then that the mean Diſci- 
ples of a crucified Maſter, unarmed with Pow- 
er or Authority, and deſtitate of every human 


Advantage, could filence the Heathen Oracles, 


deſtroy their Temples, baffle their Philoſo- 
__ triumph oyer the Counſels of Senates, 


yan- 


11 


5 vanquiſh the Force of Legions, and gain up- 


on the whole Roman Empire. A Manifefta- 


tion therefore of Chriſtianity in any earlier, 
and more ignorant Age, muſt have conſider- 
ably weaken d the Evidence an, to us, n 
its Succeſs. | 
Another Circamſtance favourable to ib E- 


1 of the Chriſtian Religion, and pecu - 


liar to the Time of its Appearance, is, that 
wie can now ſee the Truth of ſeveral Facts and 
Cuſtoms incidentally mention d in the Goſpel, 


confirm d by the collateral Teſtimony of pro- 


fane Writers, in a much greater Variety, than 
could have been expected in any former Age; 
There being no remote Portion of Time, we 


are ſo well acquainted with, no Period we have 


ſo diſtinct an Account of, as .of That, nm : 


the twelve firſt Cæſars. 


The Time of our Saviour's 3 was 
allo admirably contrived, and adapted for the 


Tranſmiſſion of his Doctrines to Poſterity. 


The (a) Language of Greece was then become 

in a manner Univerſal, and the Knowledge of 
it in many Countries eſteem d a Part of Edu- 
cation. "7 5 cheſe n means eu reer diffe- 
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rent Parts of the World, were enabled to tra- 
ſcribe the ſeveral Writings of the New Teſta- 


ment, for their own uſe, or tranſlate them for 


the Benefit of others. Hence aroſe, in a ſhort _ 


Time, ſuch a Variety of Copies, as maſt effe. 


ctually ſecure them from Corruption, and ren- 
der their Authority the more eee 


to. ſueceeding Ages. 


Or had infinite Wiſdom contriv d ſome o- 


ther means for perpetuating the Chriſtian 


Scheme, yet till its Evidence muſt have ſuf- 
fer d, in one of the moſt important Branches 


of it, by an earlier Manifeſtation. The Ar- 
gument from Prophecy has been repreſented 
to the World, as the only Grounds and Rea- 


ſons of the Chriſtian Religion, the Fountain 


from whence alone, it derives all its Evidence 
and Certainty, And yet had our Saviour ap- 
pear'd ſooner, the Weight of this important 
Evidence muſt in a great Meaſure, have been 


turn d againſt him, and thoſe Prophecies; which 


ſo punctually deſcribe the Time of the Meſ- 
fah's coming, might then haye been urg'd, by 


the Jews, with all the Sacceſs, their Prejudices 


to his Perſon could have defired. Or had he 


come before theſe Prophecies were delivered, 
the Predictions concerning him, muſt then 


aye been more general and indeterminate, 
as 
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as well as fewer in number, and the whole 
Argument, form d upon this kind of -Eyi- 
1 muſt have loſt much of its Weight and 
Influence. For the proper Force of this Ar · 

ment does not conſiſt in the Correſponden- 

cy of this or that ſingle Prediction, ſeparately 
taken, to ſome particular Event, but in the 
united Review of a long Series of Prophecies, 
reaching thro ſome thouſand Years, gradual. 
ly unfolding a complicated: Scheme of Provi- 
dence, connected with each other, conſiſtent 
in themſelves, all of them concentring in the 
Meſſiah, and at length receiving their full 
Completion in the Perſon, and Character, 
and Religion of Jeſus of Nazareth, An ear- 
lier Manifeſtation therefore of our Saviour in 
the Fleſh, as it might have taken from us ſe- 
veral ſingle Predictions, ſo would it likewiſe 
have proportionably abated the Force and E- 
vidence ariſing from a View and Compariſon 
of them all together, thro ſo long a Succeſ- 
ſion of Ages, by reducing the Series, or Pe- 
riod of Prophecy within a ſhorter Compaſs. 
Or could an earlier Diſcovery of our Reli- 
gion have left this Evidence in all its Force, 
yet ſtill a Revelation given in any former o 
Age would not have carried with it ſuch full FI 1 


Conviction of its Expediency, becauſe we 
| could 


Preſervation of them was wholly owing to the 


ſay] 


could not in any former Age have had ſo ma- 
ny flagrant Inſtances of the Deficiency of hu- 


man Reaſon in the Concerns of Religion. 
And after all, had Chriftianity been diſco- 
ver d much ſooner, Its whole Evidence would, 
in all human Appearance, have been ſunk and 
forgotten in a few Ages. For tho" the Evi- 


dences of the Jewiſh Religion were preſerv d 


entire to the coming of our Saviour, yet the 


Difference there is between the Jewiſh, and the 


Chriſtian Inſtitution. The Jews, by their Law, - 


the Heathen, leſt they ſhould learn their Works. 
And thus, by being kept a diſtin People, 
They became faithful Guardians of the Ora. 
cles committed to them. Whereas the Chri- 
ſtian Inſtitution, in its very Nature, is con- 


were forbidden to mingle themſelves wore 


triv'd for a more extenſive Influence, not con- 
fin d to this or that Nation, not the peculiac 


Care of one People alone, but equally the 
Concern of every Creature. And therefore 
the Goſpel being left thus 4c large to a World 


unprepared Sire the Simplicity of its Worſhip, 


might juſtly be expected to undergoe the Fate 
of other Notices Men had receiy d concern- 
ing the divine Nature and Perfections. 
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{ an univerſal Co-exiſtence of all Things, 


| -- Theſe are ſome of thoſe various Reaſong 
that might be aſſign d in Vindication of that 


Time, which Infinite Wiſdom appointed for 


the Coming of our Saviour, whether we con- 
ſider the Circumſtances of Mankind in for- 
mer Ages, or the Evidence of ee in 
the preſent. 
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[ muſt therefore be own d a little unfortunate 
in fixing their Objections againſt ſo unexce- 
ptionable a Part of it; and ſtill more unfor- 


tunate in the Choice of their Objections, 


which will be found at length to terminate in 
the groſſeſt Abſurdities. For if no Advan- 
tages muſt be denied Mankind in one Part of 


their Exiſtence, which they are capable of in 


another, it may as well be ask d, Why we were 
ever placed in a State of Probation? Why our 


Happineſs was made to depend on the Hazards 
and Uncertainties of a Trial? And why we are 
not immediately admitted to all the Perſection, 


for which we are hereafter deſign d? Nay, in 


this Way of arguing, we might as well quarrel | 
at the whole Syſtem and Adminiſtration of Pro- 
vidence, cenſure the Arrangement of things in- 


to Cauſes and Effects, and complain, that there 
is any Order, or Succeſſion at all, and not rather 


Bat 
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But inſtead of purſuing hes Oilers any 
further, it may be obſerv d from the former 
Part of this Diſcourſe, that the Delay of the 


Chriſtian Revelation is no Proof at all of the 
Sufficiency of human Reaſon, in the Concerns 
of Religion, nor any juſt Exception againſt 


the divine Goodneſs ; ſince ſufficient Care was 


taken to perpetuate the Aſſiſtance of a Supe- 
rior Guide. Nor can it eaſily. be proved, that : 
pure Religion had not its Votaries, even in the 
worlt of Times, and the true God his Worſhip- 
pers, who actually preſery d among themſelves 
the traditional Know ings of bis vg and At- 
tributes, dank 


We may 11 — er poo Tags nin | 


ſaid, the Dignity and Importance of the Chri- 


Rey Regs to HIER all the various _— 
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For how vaſt an Idea, muſt it give us of the 


ſuperior Advantages of the Goſpel, to conſi- 


der, that for This, the Attention of Mankind 
was awaken d, nd their Expectations raiſed 
from the Beginning of all Things, and that in- 
finite Wiſdom itſelf has been fully diſplay d, 


in the Contrivance of a Variety of Means to 
prepare Men for the Reception of it. So that 
humble as the Founder of our Religion was, 


in 


[ 28 } 
in his Birth, Figure, and outward Cireumſtan- 
ces, not Solomon, in all his Glory could rival 
the real Greatneſs and Magnificence of his Ap- 
pearance, that was preceded -by a long Tram 

of Prophecies, ſhadow'd out in a Multiplici 
of Types, and Ceremonies, and uſher d into 
World with all the Pomp, and pparatus of tlie 
Jewiſh Oeconomy. Therefore we! oughit to 
give the more earneſt Heed to the things, hh 
we have heard, liſt at any Time we Joould let them 
flip. For if the Word” ſpoken by Angeli, that Was 
only an Introduction to the more important 
Diſcoveries of the Goſpel; was ſtedfaſt, = 
every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience to That, 7 
teivd a juſt Retombente of Reward ; How . = 
we eſcape if me negleft' ſo great _ — 2 
in the Fulneſs of Time, . to be ſpoke 
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Lately Publiſh'd by the ſame Author, 
De Doctrine of a future State ne- 
cefjary to the Welfare and Support 
| Civil Government. A Sermon 
\ | preach'd at the Aſſizes held at 
| Warwick, March 28.1739. 
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